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This compelling and timeless story 

of  racial injustice and loss of  

innocence is told through the eyes 

of  six-year-old Scout, the 

tomboyish daughter of  small-town 

lawyer Atticus Finch.  

As a tense tug of  war between 

justice and bigotry heats up in their 

small town of  Maycomb, Alabama, 

Atticus and his family must learn to 

temper violence and hatred with 

courage and compassion. Adapted 

from the Pulitzer Prize-winning 

novel To Kill a Mockingbird 

continues to inspire hope in the face 

of  inequality. 
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About the playwright:  

Christopher Sergel  

Christopher Sergel was born in  

1918 in Iowa City, Iowa. Sergel 

attended and graduated from 

the University of  Chicago. 

After graduation he served as a 

lieutenant commander in the 

US Merchant Marines during 

World War II.  

In addition, he spent two years as the captain of  the schooner Chance in 

the South Pacific. Sergel then worked as a writer for Sports Afield 

magazine where he spent a year living in the African jungle.  

Christopher Sergel became president of  Dramatic Publishing in 1970, 

and he began adapting To Kill a Mockingbird into a stage production. 

Sergel adapted many books into plays during his career including: 

Cheaper by the Dozen, The Mouse That Roared, and Up the Down Staircase. 

His career didn’t  just consist of  book adaptions as he also wrote plays 

and musicals such as: Fame, Get Smart, and Meet Me in St. Louis. 

Christopher Sergel remained the president of  Dramatic Publishing 

until he passed away in 1993 at the age of  75. 



About the author:  

Harper Lee 

Born on April 28th, 1926 in  

Monroeville, Alabama Nelle 

Harper Lee was the youngest 

of  three children. Lee’s father 

was a lawyer and her mother 

has been reported to suffer 

from a mental illness which 

prevented her from leaving the 

house often.  

Much like out protagonist, Scout; Lee grew up a tomboy and 

graduated high school in 1944. She began her college career at  

Huntingdon College in Montgomery, AL. She focused mainly on her 

studies and later transferred to the University of  Alabama. She then 

became a writer for the schools newspaper Rammer Jammer. Lee was 

promoted to the publication’s editor which she had to later give up 

due to her acceptance into The University of  Alabama’s law school 

her junior year.  That summer Lee studied abroad as an exchange 

student in Oxford, England. She returned to the University of  

Alabama that fall and soon dropped out of  Law School to pursue her 

writing career.  

During her time at the University of  

Alabama Harper Lee was a member of  

Chi Omega Sorority.  



About the author:  

Harper Lee 

Harper Lee moved  to New York City in 1949 where she began 

working as a ticketing agent for Eastern Airlines and for the British 

Overseas Air Corp. She wasn’t having much luck with her writing 

career but soon reunited with her childhood friend Truman Capote 

and soon became friends with Broadway composer Michael Martin 

Brown.  

Lee’s luck turned around in 1956 when Brown gifted Lee with a 

years worth of  salary in which she could quit her job and focus 

solely on her writing. In addition, Brown helped Lee find an 

agent who then was able to get publisher J.B. Lippincott 

Company interested in Lee’s writing.  

To Kill a Mockingbird was published in 1960 and 

although the story is not an autobiography the 

characters were influenced by Lee growing up in 

Monroeville, Alabama. including influence of  the 

character Dill by childhood friend: Capote.  In 1961 

To Kill a Mockingbird won the Pulitzer Prize and 

various other literally awards.  

 

In 2007 Harper Lee was awarded with the Presidential  

Medal of  Freedom for her “outstanding contribution to 

America’s literary tradition”. 

On February 19th, 2016 Harper Lee died at the age of  89 in her 

hometown of   Monroeville, Alabama. 



Character Breakdown  

Jean Louise “Scout” Finch: The narrator and protagonist  of  the story. 

Scout lives with her father, Atticus, her brother, Jem, and their African 

American cook, Calpurnia, in Maycomb. She is an intelligent tomboy. 

Atticus Finch -  Scout and Jem’s father, a lawyer in Maycomb, Alabama. 

A widower with a dry sense of  humor, Atticus has instilled in his children 

his strong sense of  morality and justice. 

Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch -  Scout’s brother and constant playmate  

Jem is something of  a typical American boy, refusing to back down from 

dares and fantasizing about playing football. Four years older than Scout, 

he gradually separates himself  from her childish games, but remains her 

close companion and protector throughout the story. 

Arthur “Boo” Radley -  A recluse who never sets foot outside his 

house, Boo dominates the imaginations of  Jem, Scout, and Dill. He is a 

powerful symbol of  goodness swathed in an initial shroud of  

creepiness, leaving little presents for Scout and Jem and emerging at 

an opportune moment to save the children.  

Bob Ewell -  A drunkard, mostly unemployed member of  Maycomb’s 

poorest family. In his knowingly wrongful accusation that Tom 

Robinson raped his daughter, Ewell represents the dark side of  the 

South: ignorance, poverty, squalor, and racial prejudice. 

 
 Charles Baker “Dill” Harris -  Jem and Scout’s summer neighbor and 

friend. Dill is a diminutive, confident boy with an active imagination.  



Character Breakdown  

Calpurnia -  The Finches’ African American cook. Calpurnia is a 

stern disciplinarian and the children’s bridge between the white 

world and her own black community. 

Mayella Ewell -  Bob Ewell’s abused, lonely, unhappy daughter. 

Though one can pity Mayella because of  her overbearing father, one 

cannot pardon her for her shameful indictment of  Tom Robinson. 

Tom Robinson -  The African American field hand accused of  

rape. He is an important symbol of  innocence destroyed by 

prejudice. 

Mrs. Dubose -  An elderly, ill-tempered, racist woman who lives near 

the Finches. Although Jem believes that Mrs. Dubose is a thoroughly bad 

woman, Atticus admires her for the courage with which she battles her 

morphine addiction. 

Heck Tate -  The sheriff  of  Maycomb and a major witness at Tom 

Robinson’s trial. 

Mr. Cunningham -  A poor farmer and part of  the mob that seeks to 

lynch Tom Robinson at the jail.  

Reverend Sykes – Minister and  an authority figure in Maycomb's 

African-American community.  

Nathan Radley- Jem believes he is “the meanest man that ever took a 

breath of  life.”   



To Kill a Mockingbird takes place in the fictional town of  

Maycomb, Alabama during the 1930s. Although the town of  

Maycomb is fictional the events that take place in Maycomb 

mirror the Jim Crow Laws and Great Depression that took place 

during 1930s America.  

1930s America  

Two men search for jobs 

during the Great 

Depression.  

Jim Crow signs were 

placed above rest rooms, 

water fountains, door 

entrances and exits and 

facilities.  



Beginning in the 1880s through the 1960s many states 

instituted  and enforced segregation known as “Jim Crow” 

laws. The name Jim Crow originates from a black character 

in minstrel shows.  Many cities and states could impose 

legal punishments to people for intergrading with members 

from another race. Jim Crow Laws in the state of  Alabama 

during the 1930s include:  

 

 
Nurses: No person or corporation shall require any white 

female nurse to nurse in wards or rooms in hospitals, either 

public or private, in which negro men are placed.  

Buses: All passenger stations in this state operated by 

any motor transportation company shall have separate 

waiting rooms or space and separate ticket windows for 

the white and colored races 

Railroads: The conductor of  each passenger train is 

authorized and required to assign each passenger to the 

car or the division of  the car, when it is divided by a 

partition, designated for the race to which such passenger 

belongs 

Restaurants: It shall be unlawful to conduct a 

restaurant or other place for the serving of  food in the 

city, at which white and colored people are served in 

the same room, unless such white and colored persons 

are effectually separated by a solid partition extending 

from the floor upward to a distance of  seven feet or 

higher, and unless a separate entrance from the street is 

provided for each compartment.  

Jim Crow Laws 



Jim Crow Laws 

Pool and Billiard Rooms: It shall be unlawful for a negro and 

white person to play together or in company with each other at 

any game of  pool or billiards. 

Toilet Facilities, Male: Every employer of  white or negro 

males shall provide for such white or negro males 

reasonably accessible and separate toilet facilities.  

 

How do Jim Crow Laws play a part in “To Kill a Mockingbird”? 

Hint think about the courtroom scene. How is the scene 

staged? Why do you believe it is staged in that manner? What 

does the staging in the courtroom scene represent?  

In addition schools, drinking fountains, hotels, public libraries, 

and restaurants were segregated.  

An example of  Jim Crow laws 

is shown on the outside wall 

of  a laundry mat. Do you 

believe signs such as these 

would have been plastered 

around Maycomb?  



The Great Depression  

The Great Depression (1929-39) was the deepest and longest-

lasting economic downturn in the history of  the Western 

industrialized world. The Great Depression began due to the Wall 

Street market crash in October of  1929. The crash marked the 

beginning of  a decade of  high unemployment, poverty, low profits, 

deflation, plunging farm incomes, and lost opportunities for 

economic growth. Banks began to fail in October 1930—one year 

after the crash—when farmers defaulted on loans. By 1933, when 

the Great Depression reached its nadir, some 13 to 15 million 

Americans were unemployed and nearly half  of  the country’s 

banks had failed. The depression caused major political changes in 

America . Three years into the depression, Herbert Hoover lost 

the 1932 presidential election to Franklin Delano Roosevelt in a 

sweeping landslide. Roosevelt’s economic recovery plan, the New 

Deal, instituted unprecedented programs for relief, recovery and 

reform, and brought about a major change in the role government 

played in Americans’ lives. 

Atticus receives payments from Mr. Cunningham in Turnip 

Greens as opposed to money.  

Why do believe that is?  

What occupation do you believe Mr. Cunningham has? 



Point of  View  

To Kill a Mockingbird is narrated from the point of  view of   

adult Jean Louise recounting the events that occurred during 

her childhood growing in the small southern town of  

Maycomb, Alabama.  

 

Florida Repertory’s production of  To Kill a Mockingbird opens 

with Jean Louise reciting a monologue about her hometown, 

family life, and introducing the events that are to later unfold.  

 

A monologue is a part of  a drama in which a single actor 

speaks alone; soliloquy.  

Think about it!  

1. Do you believe the story of  To Kill a Mockingbird may 

differ from a different characters point of  view? Why or 

Why not? 

2. Do you believe that Scout’s recounting of  the story 

may have been altered if  she was older when the events 

took place? What if  she was younger? 

Write a response to the following questions on a 

separate sheet of  paper. Then have an open discussion as 

a class about each question.  



Point of  View Activity 

On a separate sheet of  paper write an opening monologue for 

To Kill a Mockingbird from a different characters point of  view. 

Remember to include some backstory of  the character, who 

they live with, and how they view Maycomb, Alabama. Your 

character can either be the age they are when the story takes 

place, or they can be telling the story and reflecting on the 

past such as Jean Louise.  

 

The following are To Kill a Mockingbird characters to chose 

from: 

 

 

 

 

Calpurnia 

Mayella Ewell 

Bob Ewell 

Boo Radley 

 

Atticus Finch 

Jem Finch 

Dill Harris 

Tom Robinson  

 

The following is an excerpt of  Jean Louise’s opening 

monologue, use this a guide for your writing!  



Book vs Play  

After reading To Kill a Mockingbird and watching Florida 

Repertory Theatre’s production of  the timeless classic use the 

Venn diagram below to compare and contrast the book and the 

play.  



Vocabulary 

Talcum: a cosmetic or toilet preparation consisting of  the 

mineral talc in powdered form, typically perfumed. 
 

Ambled: walk or move at a slow, relaxed pace. 

 
 Tyrannical: exercising power in a cruel or arbitrary way. 

Revelation: a surprising and previously unknown fact, 

especially one that is made known in a dramatic way. 

Azaleas: deciduous flowering shrub of  the heath family with 

clusters of  brightly colored, sometimes fragrant flowers. 

Technically classified as rhododendrons, azaleas are 

characteristically smaller than most other rhododendrons. 

Entailment: or free tail is the process in which a property cannot 

sold, devised by will, or otherwise done anything with by the 

owner. The property passes by law to the heir of  the owner upon 

his death. Entailment was used to keep properties in the 

main  line of  succession. the heir of  an entailed property could 

not sell the land, or give it to say an illegitimate child.  

Smilax: climbing shrub with hooks and tendrils. 

Inquisitive: curious or inquiring. 

Corn Crib: a bin or ventilated building for storing ears 

of  corn. 



Vocabulary 

Ivanhoe: A historical novel by Sir Walter Scott 

Immaterial: unimportant under the circumstances; irrelevant 

Chiffarobe: a combination of  wardrobe and chest of  drawers 

Acquainted: having personal knowledge of  

something :  having seen or experienced something 

Impudent: marked by contemptuous or cocky boldness or 

disregard of  others 

Corroborative evidence: additional evidence of  different kind that 

supports a proof  already offered in a proceeding 

Iota: a very small quantity; jot; whit. 

Cross-examination:  

Law. to examine (a witness called by the opposing side), as for the 

purpose of  discrediting the witness's testimony. 

Contradicted: to assert the contrary or opposite of; deny directly 

 and categorically.  

Enormity: outrageous or heinous character; atrociousness 



Vocabulary 

Subsequent: occurring or coming later or after (often followed by to):  

Subsequent events 

Unmitigated: not mitigated; not softened or lessened 

Temerity: reckless boldness; rashness. 

Pauper: a person without any means of  support, especially a destitute 

person who depends on aid from public welfare funds or charity. 

Verdict: 

Law. the finding or answer of  a jury given to the court concerning 

a matter submitted to their judgment. 

Depositions: 

Law. 

a. the giving of  testimony under oath. 

b. the testimony so given. 

c. a statement under oath, taken down in writing, to be used in court  

in place of  the spoken testimony of  the witness. 

Pictured:  

Barbra Wengerd* as Jean Louise, 

William Garrabrant as Dill Harris, 

Harvey E. Evans as Jem Finch, and 

Liza Jayne Longenhagen as Scout Finch 

 

Photo by: Summer Groh  



Behind the Scenes 

A lot of  hard work goes into creating the world of  the play on 

stage! Take a look at renderings from costume designer; Stephanie 

Genda and set designer; Richard Crowell. 

 

Scout and Jean Louise  

Tom Robinson’s 

family 

*Images have been resized to fit page 

Mr. Cunningham 

and mob 

To Kill a Mockingbird set rendering  Rendering of  the 

courtroom window 



Post Show Discussion Questions  

Answer the following post show discussion questions on a separate 

sheet of  paper. Then discuss each question aloud as a class. 

1. Why do you think Lee titled her timeless story: To Kill a 

Mockingbird? Hint: Think about Calpurina’s answer when Scout 

asks why it is a sin to kill a mockingbird. Calpurina explains that: 

“I reckon because mockingbirds don’t eat people’s gardens, don’t nest in 

the corn-cribs; they don’t do one thing but just sing their hearts out for 

us.” 

 

2. What characters in the story do you believe can be compared 

to a mockingbird? Why? 

 

3. In Jean Louise’s opening monologue she states:  
 “Maycomb County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but 

fear itself.” 

What do you think that statement means? 

 

4. Do you believe that Tom’s trial would have ended differently if  

the jury was made up of  both men and women of  all different 

races? Why or why not? 

 

5. Why do you believe Boo Radley left items in the knot hole and 

helped Jem and Scout the night of  the attack? 

 

6. Imagine you are a set and costume designer, would your 

designs be similar or different than the  designs on stage? 



Theatre Vocabulary 
 

1. Role- the character(s) 
played by an actor. 
2. Props- items held by 
actors such as  a football or 
brief case 
3. Script- the written 
words of a play the actors 
memorize their lines from. 
4. Climax- the height and 
“changing point” of the 
story. 
5. Blocking- the physical 
movement of actors. Where 
they stand and when they 
move. 
6. Costumes-  what the 
actors wear, including 
accessories such as a hat. 
7. Playwright- the author 
of the play. 
8. Improvisation- acting 
without scripted lines. 
Similar to ad-libbing, 
meaning to make 
something up on the spot. 
9. Fourth Wall- the 
imaginary division between 
the audience and the 
actors. When actors speak 
directly to the audience, it 
is called “breaking the 
fourth wall.” 
10. Dialogue- the words 
spoken between 2 or more 
characters. A conversation. 
11. Monologue- a series 
of lines spoken by one actor 
only. They may be speaking 
to another on stage 
character, or may be alone 
on stage. 
 

Critical Review 
Using the space below, write your own review of  the 

performance. What did you like? What did you not 

like? Why?  Would you tell your friend to go see it? 

Try to incorporate the theatre vocabulary into your 

review. 

 



MAKING 

CONNECTIONS 



About the Playwright & Author  

Character Breakdown 

LAFS.910.RL.1.3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 

conflicting motivations) develop over the course of  a text, interact 

with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

LAFS.68.WHST.3.9 

Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis 

reflection, and research. 

LAFS.1112.RL.1.3 

Analyze the impact of  the author’s choices regarding how to develop 

and relate elements of  a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, 

how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 

developed). 

LAFS.K12.R.4.10 

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational 

texts independently and proficiently. 



1930’s America, Jim Crow Laws, and The Great Depression  

SS.6.W.1.6 

Describe how history transmits culture and heritage and 

provides models of  human character. 

SS.8.A.4.3 

Examine the experiences and perspectives of  significant 

individuals and groups during this era of  American History. 

WL.K12.IL.8.3 

Discuss familiar topics in other subject areas, such as 

geography, history, music, art, science, math, language, or 

literature. 

SS.912.A.5.11 

Examine causes, course, and consequences of  the Great 

Depression and the New Deal. 

SS.912.A.2.5 

Assess how Jim Crow Laws influenced life for African 

Americans and other racial/ethnic minority groups. 



Point of  View 

LAFS.K12.R.2.6 

Assess how point of  view or purpose shapes the 

content and style of  a text. 

 

LAFS.K12.SL.1.3 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of  view, reasoning, and use 

of  evidence and rhetoric. 

Book vs Play  

LAFS.K12.R.3.9 

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes 

or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 

approaches the authors take. 

Vocabulary 

LAFS.K12.L.3.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 

general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 



Behind the Scenes 

TH.68.O.1.2 

Discuss how color, line, shape, and texture are used to 

show emotion in technical theatre elements. 

TH.68.O.1.3 

Explain the impact of  choices made by directors, 

designers, and actors on audience understanding. 

TH.912.C.1.4 

Research and define the physical/visual elements 

necessary to create theatrical reality for a specific 

historical and/or geographical play. 

TH.912.C.1.8 

Apply the components of  aesthetics and criticism to a 

theatrical performance or design. 



Post Show Discussion  

LAFS.K12.R.1.1 

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and 

to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 

drawn from the text. 

LAFS.K12.R.1.2 

Determine central ideas or themes of  a text and analyze 

their development; summarize the key supporting details 

and ideas. 

LAFS.K12.R.1.3 

Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop 

and interact over the course of  a text. 

Critical Review 

TH.68.H.1.5 

Describe ones own personal responses to a theatrical work 

and show respect for the responses of  others. 

TH.912.C.1.3 

Justify a response to a theatrical experience through oral or 

written analysis, using correct theatre terminology. 
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